Surgical Emphysema
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A – assess airway for patency and position, attach ETCO2, place suction catheter down tube/tracheostomy

B – FiO2 1.0, place on bag-mask, examine chest for evidence of pneumothorax +/- tension -> decompress if indicated

C – review haemodynamics

- call for urgent xray

- prepare for chest drain insertion

- consider a new ventilation strategy

Work out cause:

Ventilation (barotrauma) - change mode and use a more lung protective strategy

Tubes – new tracheostomy, new CVL

Pneumothorax 
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